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ARTS & LIFE 


Paying respects 


Chuck Burton/The Associated Press 


Former President George W. Bush and wife Laura Bush walked 
with Franklin Graham and his wife, Jane Graham, after paying 
their respects Monday to the Rev. Billy Graham during a public 
viewing at the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, N.C. (Story, 3A) 


FLORIDA SCHOOL SHOOTING 


O DALLASNEWS 


Criticism of response intensifies 


Deputy who didn’t enter 
thought shots were coming 
from outside, attorney says 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 

PARKLAND, Fla. — The sheriff’s 
deputy assigned to guard the Florida 
high school that was the scene of a 
mass shooting never entered the 
building to confront the suspect be- 
cause he believed the gunfire was 
coming from outside, his attorney 
said Monday. 

Scot Peterson has been called a 
coward and worse for failing to act 
during the massacre that killed 17 
people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School. The criticism intensified 


EDITORIAL: “Era of mass shoot- 
ings calls for real solutions,” 10A 
JAMES RAGLAND: Schools find 
new ways to keep kids safe. 5A 
METRO: Students get tips to 
thwart shootings. 1B 


Monday as President Donald Trump 
blasted the deputy and other officers 
who were there, saying they “weren’t 
exactly Medal of Honor winners.” 

If he had been present, Trump 
said, he would have raced into the 
school during the attack even if he 
were unarmed. 

Peterson’s attorney, issuing his first 
public statement about the attack, 


said it was “patently 
untrue” that the dep- 
uty failed to meet 
sheriffs department 
standards or acted 
with cowardice at the 
scene of the Feb. 14 


SCOT 


assault. He resigned 
PETERSON after Broward Coun- 
remained ty Sheriff Scott Israel 
outside said he felt sick to his 
during the stomach over his dep- 
massacre. uty’s failure to inter- 
vene. 


“Let there be no mistake, Mr. Pe- 
terson wishes that he could have pre- 
vented the untimely passing of the 17 


See DEPUTY Page 4A 


Cloudy with 15 


ain 
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SPORTSDAY 


Mavs CEO hits 

the job running 
Cynthia 
Marshall, 
the Maver- 
icks’ new 
interim 
CEO, wast- 
ed no time asserting her 
authority over the scan- 
dal-stricken Dallas Maver- 
icks franchise: “It’s a 
workplace with zero 
tolerance.” 1C 


Moore: Failed ‘coup’ 
will cost Jones 


Reports that NFL Com- 
missioner Roger Goodell 
is poised to fine Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones $2 
million over the Ezekiel 
Elliott suspension 
shouldn’t be a surprise, 
David Moore writes. 1C 


METRO & STATE 


Rapper can defend 
self, judge rules 


A judge ruled that a local 
rapper could defend 
himself in a case that 
involves the convicted 
felon being arrested for 
handling weapons during 
a 2015 music video. 1B 


BUSINESS 


Straus: Companies 
need to get vote out 


Knowing that many races 
are decided early, Texas 
House Speaker Joe Straus 
encouraged North Texas 
employers and individuals 
to get out the vote for the 
March 6 primary. 1D 


NATION 


Black America still 
unequal, report says 


Fifty years after “white 
racism” was identified as 
the key cause of dis- 
crimination for blacks, 
there has been no prog- 
ress in how African-Amer- 
icans fare in comparison 
to whites. 7A 


WORLD 


Siberian ‘Beast’ 
paralyzes Rome 


Snow made a rare ap- 

pearance in Rome, para- 
- lyzing the Italian capital 
- for hours. 8A 
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DALLAS | PANHANDLING 


te of change 


A man panhandles near the intersection of Oak Lawn Avenue and Interstate 35E in Dallas. The Dallas City 
Council may consider a new pilot program that discourages drivers from giving change to panhandlers. 


Pilot program would urge drivers to stop handouts 


By ROBERT WILONSKY 
Staff Writer 
rwilonsky@dallasnews.com 


Dallas City Hall believes it might 
have finally found a way to end panhan- 
dling now — witha pilot program titled 
“End Panhandling Now.” 

Foryears, the city has been wrestling 
with getting beggars off the streets. 


Vernon Bryant/Staff Photographer 


First it tried to make panhandling ille- 
gal in some areas, which the U.S. Su- 
preme Court has said is unconstitu- 
tional. It then contemplated giving 
panhandlers jobs, until officials real- 
ized they were offering less than many 
panhandlers make in a day. And just 
before Thanksgiving, there was talk of 
planting “giving meters” in downtown, 


Deep Ellum and other areas heavily 
trafficked by those with their hands out, 
which the council members shot down 
with ashrug as being too soft. 

But on Monday, the council’s Public 
Safety and Criminal Justice Committee 
threw its support behind the latest iter- 


See PILOT Page 2A 


Ruling 
keeps 
DACA 
alive 


Justices turn down Trumps 
appeal to end program that 
allows Dreamers to stay 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court on Monday declined to clear 
the way for the Trump administra- 
tion to end the Obama-era program 
that protects about 700,000 young 
immigrants from deportation, mean- 
ing they could remain in legal limbo 
for months unless Congress acts to 
make their status permanent. 

President Donald Trump decided 
in September to end the Deferred Ac- 
tion for Childhood Arrivals program, 
calling it an unconstitutional use of 
executive power by his predecessor 
and reviving the threat of deporta- 
tion for immigrants who had been 
brought to the U.S. illegally as chil- 
dren. 

But two federal judges have or- 
dered the administration to maintain 
major pieces of the program while le- 
gal challenges move forward, notably 
by requiring the administration to al- 
low people enrolled in it — known as 
Dreamers — to renew their protected 
status. 

The Supreme Court’s decision 
Monday not to hear the government's 
appeal will keep the program alive 
for months. 

That will temporarily shield the 
young immigrants who already had 
signed up for the DACA program 
from immediate deportation and will 
allow them to keep working legally in 
the United States. Their status lasts 
for two years and is renewable. 


See DACA Page 6A 


NORTHWEST DALLAS 


Neighbors say they'd smelled gas 


Authorities investigate 
events leading up to 
deadly explosion 


By JULIETA CHIQUILLO 
Staff Writer 
jchiquillo@dallasnews.com 


The Texas agency that regu- 
lates pipelines has joined feder- 
al investigators to look into an 
explosion that killed a girl in a 
northwest Dallas neighbor- 
hood where residents said 


they'd smelled gas earlier this 
month. 

Officials haven’t said wheth- 
er they believe the gas explosion 
Friday is related to a leak at a 
nearby apartment complex 
Sunday or to a pair of house 
fires in aneighboring street that 
injured two people last week. 

The Railroad Commission 
of Texas, which oversees pipe- 
line operators, said it had sent 
two inspectors to Dallas to 
work closely with local and fed- 


eral investigators. 

“The RRC will determine if 
there were any violations of our 
rules,’ spokeswoman Ramona 
Nye said in an email. 

Linda Rogers, a 12-year-old 
known as Michellita, died Fri- 
day after an explosion blew her 
home on Espanola Drive off its 
foundation and collapsed the 
roof. 

The blast prompted a man- 


See DALLAS Page 2A 
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Contractors dug trenches to replace gas lines Monday in 
northwest Dallas. Federal, state and local authorities are 
looking into a gas explosion that killed a girl in the area. 
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